ALl ABOUT SEA OTTERS

SEA OTTERS _SEA O

4/
)
y
I

'OTTERS

( LESSON PLAN %)

Day One: Sea Ofter Physical Trats 8

Objective: The students will be aole o
to describe traits about sea otters ¢
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LESSON PLAN: DAY ONE
Introduction (5 minutes):  JfE@\Y ———

“Teacher Says: This week we are learring
about a grougroF animals called sea
ottersl Sea otfters dre a group of
animals that Ive in the oceanl They are
very clever animals that spend most of  Jf B ————————
ther time Floating in the water| What do
@ aiready know dbout sea otters?

a offers are actually very mportant
animals o our ocean ecosystemns! Why
do you think that is?

“Today we will Focus on a sea otters
wcd appearance, or what they look
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A COMPREHENSIVE FIVE DAY UNIT
ALl ABOUT SEA OTTERS!

Includes lesson plans, graphic  #oM TR RS A
organizers, craft ideas, z
prqjects, comprehension

questions and morel ANIRIALS
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Week at a Glance:
*Day One: Physical Traits
*Day Two: Animdl
Classification: Mammals
*Day Three: Sea Ofter
Habitats
*Day Four: What Sea
Otfters Eat
*Day Five: Sea Ofter
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Day One: Sea Otter Physical Traits C(f

Ohjective: The students will be able .~}
to describe traits about sea otters.

L[ESSON PLAN: DAY ONE
Introduction (5 minutes):

*Teacher Says: This week we are learning
about a group of animals called sea
ottersl Sea otters are a group of
animals That live in The oceanl They are
very clever animals that spend most of
their time floating in the water! What do
gou already know dbout sea ofters?

ea ofters are actually very important
animals To our ocean ecosystems! Why
do you Tthink that is?

*Today we will Focus on a sea otters
'?Xsmal appearance, or what they look
kel



SEA OTTERS

Lesson (I5 minutes):

*The students will watch the video, “The Sea
Otter” - hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pIR7rXIPBo

*After the video, discuss The physical Traits
of a sea ofter - super thick fur, about 3-4
feet Tall and 50-100 lbs, small & round head
with whiskers, short, Thick tail, small front
paws, webbed back feet, and strong teethl

*The teacher will guide the students in
completing the “Sea Otfters can, have, are”
graphic organizer.

Independent Work (10 minutes)

*Students will complete the “Sea Otter
Adjectives” activity sheet. Make sure to
r‘evi%wI that adiectives are describing
wordsl

Closing (5 minutes)

*Give The students a sticky note or index
card. Write three things you would like To
learn about sea ofters.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=piR7rXl1PBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=piR7rXl1PBo
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SEA OTER ADJECTIVES

adject g wor ond Fil i the blank with
dJT e NS ;Ir'_‘f_)p

W2 paws
A= __ whiskers
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Day Two: Animal Classification

CE
- Mammals ‘\

Ohjective: The students will be able T "

describe traits about sea otters.
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L[ESSON PLAN: DAY TWO
Introduction (5 minutes):

*Teacher Says: There are many
different groups of animals - repftiles,
amphibians, birds, fFish, mammals and
insects. Which group do you think sea
otters are in? That’s rigntl If you sadid,
mammals, you are correct! But, what
makes a sed ofter a mammal? Can you
think of other examples of mammals?
How are sea otters simiar to them?

“Today, we will learn all about what
makes sea otters a part of the
mammal animal classification group!
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Lesson (I5 minutes):

“The Teacher will read, Mammals (Animal
Classification) by Angela Royston.
Throughout the story, discuss
characteristics of mammals. Explain
that sea otters are mammals because
they have a backbone, are warm-
blooded, have hair/Fur, give birth to live
babies & feed their babies mik and
breathe using lungs.

*The teacher will guide the students in
completing the “Vocabulary Match Up”
activity worksheet attached below.

Independent Work (10 minutes)

*The students will independently answer
the comprehension questions on the
“Mammal Quick Check”.

Closing (5 minutes)

Review The “Mammal Quick Check”
together as a whole group.
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VOCABULARY MATCH UP

An animal That
can keep it's
body
temperature
constant

An animal with

a backbone

Live in the
ocean or in
saltwater

An animal with
hair, a
backbone and
drinks its
mother’s milk
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=) 2. Do sea ofters give birth to live
™ young or do they lay eggs?

= 3. What does it mean to be warm-
' blooded?




SEA OTTERS

/ LESSON PIAN

Day Three: Sea Otter Habitat

Objective: The students will be able To idTiF\/
where sea otters live and what they need in

Their habitats To survive .
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L[ESSON PLAN: DAY THIREE

Tntroduction (5 minutes):

*Teacher Says: This week, we are
learning about sea ofters. So far, we
have learned about the physical Traits
of a sea otter and what makes them
a mammal. What do you remember
dbout what we have learned so far?
Today, we will learn about a sea
ofTer’s habitat. What is a habitat™?

*A habitat is where an animal lives,
sleeps, and eatsl Where do you think

sea otTters live? What do you Think
they need in their habitat to survive?
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Lesson (I5 minutes):

*Sea Otters can be found mainly in The North
Pacific Ocean. In North Americq, you may find
them around Aloska, western Canada, and
northwestern United States. In Asiq, They are
mainly around eastern Russia and northern
Japan. What do sea otters need in their
habiats 1o survive? Cold ocean water, kelp
forests, food, safe shorelines, rocks & shells,
and other sea ottersl

*The students will use the “Main Idea and Key
Details” graphic organizer to brainstorm
three details To support what sea otters
need in their habitats to thrive.

Independent Work (15 minutes)

*The students will use the writing template
worksheet attached below To write a
paragraph about what sea ofters need in
their habitat to thrive.

Closing (5 minutes)

*The students will share their paragraph with
a partner. Each partner wil share one
strength and one area of growth dbout each
other’s writing piece.
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MAIN IDEA AND KEY DETAILS

What helps sea ofters survive in their habitat?

MAIN IDEA s=p
Sea OtTters need man¥ important

things in Their habitaT o thrivel

Detail #| mmp
Detail #2 mmp




SEA OTTERS




SEA OTTERS

/" IESSON PLAN V4

Day Four: What Sea Otters EatefEz

Objective: The students will be able to
identify what sea otters eat.
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L[ESSON PLAN: DAY FOUR

Tntroduction (5 minutes):

*Teacher Says: Today, we will learn about
what sea otters eat. Make a prediction:
What do you think they eat? Do you think
sea otters are carnivores, omnivores or
herbivores?

‘Explain that sea otters are mainly
carnivores, which means they eat
meat/other small animals. Sea ofters eat
sed urchins, crabs, clams, mussels, shdils,
fFish, octopus and squid Sea ofters will
actually place a rock on their belly while
Floating in The ocean and use it To crack
the §rhells of crustaceans To get out the
meat.
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L_esson (I5 minutes):

*The Teacher will read the book, “Explore
My World: Sea Otters” by Jill Esbaum.
Questions to ask during/after reading -
What do sea otters eat? How do sea
ofters get their food? How do they
open crustaceans? Why do they need to
eat so much every day?

*The students will record different
animals That sea otters eat using the
“Sea Otfter Diet” graphic organizer.

Independent Work (I5 minutes)

“The students will complete the “Diet
Unscramble” worksheet attached below.
They will unscramble each word That is
associated with a sea ofter’'s diet.

Closing (5 minutes)

‘Review The “Diet Unscramble” activity
worksheet together as a whole group.
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DIET UNSCRAMBIE

Directions: Unscramble each word associated
with what sea otters eat.

CNARVROEI
SNLIA
FSHI
SHPRMI
MSSULES
CBRA PR
CALSM °
SAEUCHRNI
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Day Five: Sea Ofter Conser‘vaﬁn

Ohjective: The students will be dble to
describe ways To keep sea otfters safe.
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LESSON PLAN: DAY FIVE

Tntroduction (5 minutes):

*Teacher Says: Sea ofters, like a lot of
other ocean animals, can sometimes
face challenges in staying safe in their
habitat. People are working hard though
1o keep them safe, healthy and thrivingl
They are actudlly called a “keystone
species” because we NEED sed ofters in
the ocean 1o help keep healthyl One way
they keep the ocean hedlthy is by eating
sed urchins and keeping the sea urchin
ﬁo ulation under controll So, how can we

elp keep sea otters safe? How can we
keep the ocean healthy?
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Lesson (I5 minutes):

*Teacher Says: There are many ways that we
can helpl People can work to keep beaches
and waferwa?/\ clean by picking up
Eollu’rion/’rr‘as . They can dlso protect kelp

orests where sea otters live, spread
awareness and share what you know about
sea otTters, support or‘g?anizaﬁons that help
marine wildlife, make rules about pollution and
hunting, and morel

*The students will record ways 1o keep sea
otters safe in The “How to Keep Sea Otters
Safe” graphic organizer attached.

Independent Work (15 minutes)

*The students will create a comic strip story
using The attached worksheet below. They will
write a story using pictures and captions
about a challenge That a sea otter might
face and how they can overcome it.

Closing (5 minutes)

*Create “Save the Sea Otters” posters
together! Make sure To include pictures and
Jrist <|)n ways to protect/keep sea otters
safel



. SEA OTTERS

How To Keep Gea
Ofters Gafel
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- SEA OTTER COMIC STRIP F

Directions: Create a comic strip story about
challenges a sea otter may have and how they
overcome it.
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